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LONDON, & 


GENTLEMEN, 

9 S I have not the Honour of being one 
of your Body, ſo neither am I a Cour- 
tier; but yet, not indifferent to what 
relates to the Publick, and therefore 
about what paſſes in London. 
Among other Things ſent me by my Bookſel- 
ler this Summer, I have received a great many 
infamous Writings in Proſe and in Verſe, ſuch, as 
no one, Who has not loſt all Regard to the Ma- 
jeſty of the Throne, to the moſt exalted Chara- 


ers, and moſt diftinguiſhed Merit, or even to 


Decency its ſelf, can read without Indignation 5 

with inch Licentiouſneſs of Thought, and ſuch 

unbounded Impudence of Expreſſion, as I believe 

Was never yet ſuffered in any Government in the 

World, But at the ſame time ſo palpably falſe in 

the Matter, and ſo nelly contemptible LM 
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the Manner, that I am perſuaded they gave not 
the leaſt Pain to the Perſons againſt whom the mi- 
ſerable Abuſe was levelled; theſe therefore I have 
done with: Bur the laſt Poſt brought me a Piece, 
intituled, Your Repreſentation to your Members, 


which, coming from a Body ſo conſiderable as 


your's is, deſerves ſome Attention, and is the Oc- 


cuaſion of my troubling you with theſe Expoſtula- 


tions. 
Your Right to inſtrudt your Repreſentatives I 
do not now call into queſtion; but you will give 


me leave to remind you, that it has not been uſual 


to exerciſe that Right, but in 'Times when the 
publick Intereft has been manifeſtly neglected, or 
our Liberties and Properties at leaſt ſecretly, if 
not openly invaded. 

I thought we were ſo much in Danger of both, 
under the late Adminiſtration, that I was glad to 


Tee this Spirit ſpread its ſelf through many Parts of 


the Kingdom: The Ability and Integrity of our 


Repreſentatives produced what you, and I, and 


all honeſt Men deſired, the diſplacing of that Mi- 


niſter, whoſe ill Conduct raiſed that Spirit, and 


juſtified thoſe Inſtructions. 

But ſurely, Gentlemen, many of you, and ſome 
of your Repreſentatives know, that there is no 
occaſion now for ſuch Remonſtrances: I dare an- 
ſwer, that one of them at leaſt, whoſe Zeal for 
the Welfare of the City, and for the Good of his 


Country in general, you cannot doubt, and whoſe 


Penetration and Abilities make all Inſtructions, to 
him, unneceſſary, is thoroughly perſuaded, that 
we have changed Meaſures as well as Miniſters. 

I could not eaſily imagine, that any great num- 


ber of your Body could have been prevail'd with | 
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to concur in this unſeaſonable inflammatory Re- 
preſentation, which I ſhould rather have taken to 
be the indifcreet Production of ſome hot-headed 
Poet, ambitious of becoming eminent, even at the 
Expence of the publick Peace and Tranquillity, 
than the temperate well-digefted Sentiments of a 
Society, compoſed, as your's is, of Men of bet- 
ter Senſe, as well as greater Fortunes, than are to 
be found 1n any City in the World. | 

For, pray conſider what the Repreſentation 


fays — “ We had long ſeen the great Concerns 


Hof the Kingdom all perverted to the ſingle Pur- 
“ poſe of maintaining Power in one Hand, our 
Wealth exhauſted, our Trade neglected, our 
& Honour proſtituted, and the Independency of 
“Parliament invaded,” — And therefore,” what? 
why, « Poſtpone the Supplies for the current Ser- 
vice of the enſuing Year;” — that is, Diſarm 
yourſelyes, open your Boſoms to your inveterate 
Enemies, deſert your Allies, and let every thing 
run into Confuſion, becauſe in the laſt Adminiſtra- 
tion the great Concerns of the Kingdom were ne- 


glected, £9. — 


Surely, Gentlemen, this is continuing the Cla- 


mour for the ſake of the Pleaſure, and Air of Po- 


pularity which uſually attends ir, though the Rea- 
ſons for ir ſubſiſt no longer. Could it be ſhewn, 
that the preſent Adminiſtration is chargeable with 
any one of the Crimes juſtly imputed to the laſt, I 
ſhould have been ready to follow your Example, 


in promoting the inſtructing our Members in the 


Country. But I will venture to affirm, there is 
not one diſpaſſionate Man among you, who does 


not ſee with the ſame Pleaſure that I do, as total a 


Change of Meaſures in every reſpect, as the Na- 
: ** 5 
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ture and Cumin: of Things, and the Short- 
neſs of the Time would permit. — 
For firſt, (to take the Heads of what I have to 
ſay from your Repreſentation,) what one Concern 
of the Nation has been neglected, or has not been 
urſued with the utmoſt Attention and Prudence? 
That important one, our Trade, was immediately 
taken care of; His Majeſty, after the hearing your 
juſt Complaints in Parliament, put the Manage- 
ment of the Admiralty into ſuch Hands, as have 
been indefatigable to procure you all the Prote- 
ction you can deſire; and this with ſuch Succeſs, 
that I am informed the moſt conſiderable among 
you are gratefully ſenſible of the good Effects of 
the Change, in that Branch of the Adminiſtration. 
Nor is it leſs generally acknowledged, that ſuch 
Orders have been given, and purſued by our Ad- 
mirals, as have entirely reſtored the long proſti- 
tuted Honours of the Engliſh Navy; Witneſs the 
compelling the King of the Tuo Sicilies to come 
into a . at an Hour's Warning, upon 
the firſt Sight of our Fleet in the Bay of Naples; 
the cutting off all Proviſions and Succours from 
the Spaniſb Army in Italy, by the ſending our Men 
of War into the Aariatick; the burning the Spaniſb 
Ships in a French Port; and the keeping a Fleet 
in the Road of Hieres, by which all Communica- 
tion between the French and Spaniards in that Part 
of the Mediterranean is prevented, the King of 
Sardinia on that Side protected, and the Auftrian 
Poſſeſſions in Italy preſerved. 
Thus far then is inconteſtably true, your Com- 
erce is ſecured as effectually as in the Nature of 
hings at preſent it oan be; and the Glory of the 
Britiſb Navy recovered upon all the Occaſions tha 
have offered, 8 | 
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Is it leſs evident, 4 the Meaſures his Majeſſ y 
has taken upon the Continent have as fully an- 


ſwered the Purpoſe of aſſiſting the Queen of Hun- 


ary on that Side? J agree with the Author of a 
ate Pamphlet, that the King of Prufja was diſ- 


poſed, very early in the Spring, to quit his Alli- 


ance with France, but did he do it, till he ſaw we 
were in earneſt reſolved to ſupport the Houſe of 
Auſtria? Is there any one who does not ſee, that, 
the Conſequence of that Reſolution, has been the 
diſengaging the Elector of Saxony, in like manner, 
from the French Alliance? And is it not plain to 


Demonſtration, that the tranſporting our Troops 


into Handers, forced France to ſend ſo conſiderable 
an Army into the Lom Countries, that they were 
not able to march any Reinforcement into Germa- 
mu nor to ſend any Troops at all againſt the King 
of Sardinia. | | | 

If by theſe and ſuch like Meaſures the Queen 
of Hungary has been greatly aſſiſted, and France 
greatly diſtreſſed, ſo greatly, that of near 120,000. 


Mien their Corps at firſt conſiſted of, there ſcarce * 


remain 50,000 now; to which is to be added, the 
great and almoſt irreparable Loſs of near 20,000 
of their Horſes; if they are reduced to wiſh, per- 
haps in vain, that what Remains of their Armies. 


in Germany were again got ſafe back into France; 


if their haughty Stile laſt Winter has been changed 
into an humble Willingneſs to treat with her Hun- 
garian Majeſty upon Terms which, at that Time, 
ſhe ſcarce could have expected; if all this has been 
the happy Effect of. his 8 Councils and 
Meaſures, thoſe Councils are wiſe, and thoſe Mea- 
ſures vigorous. If France is thus manifeſtly be- 


come leſs formidable; of which, to many other 
WE Proof 


15 
Proofs may be aided that the Czarina has reject- 
ed the Mediation of that Court between Her and 
Sweden, and has accepted that of Great Britain; 
in a Ward, if inſtead of our having ſcarce one Ale 
ly upon the Continent, there is now ſcarce one 
Power there, that is not defirous of becoming ſo, 
ſurely, Gentlemen, you will own that the Figure 
we now make in Europe is very different from 
what it was; and conſequently, that the Sums 
granted laſt Seſſions, great as they were, are e- 
qualld by the Advantages we have reaped, from 
their having been wiſely and ſucceſsfully em- 
ployd. | wet 
I believe, if you reflect a little on what was 
our Condition twelve Months ago, you will agree 
with me, that it is more extraordinary, ſo much 
has, than that more has not, been done. And if 
this 1s inconteſtably the Caſe, with what Senſe, 
with what Intention, can we deſire our Repreſen- 
tatives to refuſe the neceſſary Supplies? The 
Crown has been addreſs'd by the unanimous Voice 
of the Nation to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary, as 
the beſt and only Way of ſecuring that Ballance 
of Power in Europe which is neceſſary to the Safe- 
ty, Proſperity and Glory of this Country; all that 
could be, has been, done; (gratefully acknow- 
ledg d to be ſo, by the Queen of Hungary herſelf,) 
and now, when with great Probability we may 
pe that in another Year, that great End may 
be tully obrain'd, -with moſt miſtaken Zeal, and 
unſeaſonable Animoſity, we are to defire our Mem- 
bers to paſtpone the Supplies. 
I hope there are no private, unavowable Rea- 
ſons, for an Inſtruction, which, if it were to be 


purſued, muſt rhrow all our Affairs both 2 
| | an 
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and at Home into a Confuſion, which cannot be 
too much dreaded, nor guarded againſt, by all who 
wiſh well to their Country. | 1 
I hope, I ſay, there are no ſuch Reaſons. —- 
We muſt examine thoſe given in your publick 
Repreſentation: The firſt is, till the Committee of 
Inquiry is renewed; that is, I ſuppoſe, till the late 
Miniſter, the Author of many of the Griefs and 
Miſchiets we juſtly complain'd of, be brought to 
farther Trial. e 
There is, I believe, not one of my Country- 
men, more ſenſible than I am, of the many fatal 
Errors, and, no doubt ſome of them, wilful Mi- 
ſtakes, of the late Miniſter; and therefore no Man 
can be more grateful than I am, to thoſe who de- 
| livered us from the Danger our Liberties were in, 
from his wicked and corrupt Adminiſtration: Bur 
now, that I am freed from the Apprehenſions I was 
under, by ſeeing him out of Power, and ſeeing 
thoſe in, who act, and muſt, if they are wiſe, con- 
tinue to act upon quite different Principles, whom 
We cannot yet charge with any wrong Meaſure, 
and leaſt of all with any Corruption, I own I am 
fatisfy'd. For pray—what good will his Puniſh+ 
ment do me now? Will it reduce the exorbitant 
Power of France, and ſecure the Auftrian Intereſt 
in Germany? Will it add one Friend more to the 
Government of-this Country 1n the preſent Royal 
Family? Will it make one Man a Well-wiſher to 
the Peace and Proſperity of England, who wiſhe 
ill to it now? Sure I am, it will not. 85 
However, Gentlemen, I do not differ with you, 
as to the Right an injured Nation has to demand, 
in Parliament, the Puniſhment of a bad Miniſter; 
and tho in my own private Opinion, I may not ax 
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gree with you in LIL A ' DM and Uſee 
fulneſs of bringing that great Delinquent to any 
other Puniſhment, than what he muſt feel from 
the Loſs of his Power, and the general Hatred 
and Contempt brought upon him by his Abuſe of 
it, (ſufficient ſurely ro deter any future Minifter 
from following his Example) yet, I have that 
Confidence in the Integrity and Sincerity of thoſe, 
who procured us his Diſmiſhon, that I am perſua- 
ded, if Reaſons drawn from the publick Good, 
can be given for renewing the Inquiry, they love 
their Country too well, and deteſt the Screening 
they have been moſt unjuſtly charg'd with too 
much, to' oppoſe ſuch a Meaſure. 528 | 

But, on the other Hand, if it ſhould appear, that 


this Cry for Juſtice, does only aſſume the Mask of 


publick Spirit, and is in reality nothing more, in 
ſome, than the malicious Voice of Diſappointment, 
or envious Impatience to get into Employments; 
and in others,, nothing leis than a wicked Deſire 
of throwing every Thing into Confuſion; If this 
ſhould be the Caſe, if Iam not greatly miſtaken in 
the Characters of the Perſons to whom that Mini- 
er owes his Fall, as they are too uncorrupt to be 
tempted, ſo are they too intrepid to be terrify d, 
into any Meaſures which they think not productive 
of ſome publick Gd. 
The other Points, for the Sake of which you 
have inſtructed your Members to poſtpone the Sup- 
plies, are, A Place Bill; A Bill to prevent the A- 
buſes of Returning Officers; and the Repeal of the 
Septennial AF, © 
I always thought ſuch Laws neceſſary, to ſe- 
cure the Independency of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and therefore I think we have great Ob- 
ligations 


a | 

lgations to thoſe, c ho, with unrelaxed Zeal 
for the Publick, did obtain for us a Bill, which does 
exclude a great Number of Officers from Seats in 
Parliament. If it was not ſo comprehenſive as you 
deſired, are they blameable for it? Is it to be im- 
puted to them that a more effectual one, which 
they had drawn, did not paſs the Houſe of Lords? 
or rather, are we not greatly obliged to them, that 
they {till inſiſted upon ſerving us to the utmoſt of 
their Power, and did in ſome meaſure cure the E- 
vil complained of, by getting the Number of Places 
men in the Houſe of Commons leſſened for the 
future. | 30a UIN: ; 8 os 

It is owing to the ſame unalterable Defire to 
ſerve the Publick, thas as good a Bill as ever was 
drawn, was brought in, for reſtraining Abuſes in 
Returning Officers. The many Additions made to 
it, from a Variety of Opinions about the Manner 
of redreſſing the Grievance, in Boroughs and Cor- 
porations of different Natures and Conſtitutions, 
rendred the Bill ſo bulky, and fo dilatory in paſ- 
ſing the Houſe of Commons, that it could be read 
bur once, as I remember, in the Upper Houſe, be- 
fore the Prorogation. But I make no doubt but 
an effectual Bill for this Purpoſe may paſs in the 
next Seſſions, becauſe I aſſure myſelf, that the 
ſame Care and Attention to the Preſervation of our 
Liberties, which lately reſcued us from the Dan- 
ger of loſing them, will not fail to concur in and 
promote every thing which can contribute to tage 
perpetuating them to us and to Poſterity. | 

And it 1s this Confideration which induces me 
to believe, that, as to your laſt Point, the Repeal 
of the Septennial Ad, theſe Gentlemen will do 
what may be moſt for our Service in that impore 


rant 
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tant Affair; about which, cs J have often 
found ſuch a Variety of Sentiments among impar- 
tial and conſiderate Men, undoubted Well-wiſhers 
to their Country, that I have been induced to 
doubt very much, whether triennial Parliaments 
would be a Remedy adequate to the Evil, becauſe 
in my own Opinion, the Crown would be moſt 
likely to have the Advantage, from ſuch frequent 
and expenſive Trials between it and the People: 
But this Paper 1s not the Place for any farther 
. Conſideration of this Point. If it ſhould come to 
be maturely conſidered and impartially determin- 
ed, a hearty Concurrence will not be wanting to 
the paſſing a proper Bill for the Purpoſe. 

'To ſuch Hands then ſurely, Gentlemen, we may 
venture to truſt our foreign and domeſtick Con- 
cerns: They have given the greateſt Proofs of their 
Ability; and it would be the higheſt Ingratitude 
to queſtion the Integrity of thofe, who tor many 
Years together, deſpiſing Temptations of all kinds, 
perſiſted in their Endeavours to ſecure our Liber- 
ties, againſt a 'Torrent of Corruption, which 
threatned us with the total Ruin of our Conſtitu- 
tion; and at length preſerved us, by deſtroying 
that Power which was become ſo dangerous. Nor 
ſtopped here, but deſirous to expoſe and puniſh the 
Tniquities of that Adminiſtration, one of theſe 
Gentlemen, (after the Motion for an Enquiry had 
been defeated in other Hands, during his neceſſa- 
ry Abſence) poſtponing a moſt juſt domeſtic Grief, 
to his Concern for the Publick, return'd to the 
Houſe, revived the Motion, and, with no leſs 
Zeal than Eloquence, got a Committee of Enqui- 
ry appointed. And when that Committee found 
_ themſelves unable ta proceed for want of * 
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Evidence, can any . 33 it upon theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that the Committee did not obtain what 
was neceſlary ? | 

How ſhameful then, and notoriouſly unjuſt, is 
the Obloquy and Abuſe with which they have 
been treated! 

Inſtead therefore, Gentlemen, of joining with 
you in the undeſerved Aſperſions thrown upon 
them in your Repreſentation, let us agree in con- 
gratulating one another, that the unthankful Re- 
turns they meet with for their eminent Services to 
their Country, have not leſſened their Regard for 
the Publick, that they ſtill are our Friends, ſtill 
inflexibly determined to purſue ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhall be moſt likely to ſecure the Freedom, and 
contribute to the Proſperity and Glory of the Na- 
tlon. | 

With ſuch Friends as theſe, the Publick has no- 
thing to fear, but from a miſguided Zeal, excited 
by paſſionate and violent Men, who may have 
Views and Purpoſes of their own to ſerve, by ma- 
king themſelves conſiderable in Confuſions of their 
own creating. Such Enemies to our Peace are not 
wanting in many Parts of the Kingdom, and ſome 
ſuch J fear are to be found among yourſelves: But 
pray conſider, Gentlemen, how little it is to the 
Honour of ſo conſiderable a Body as your's is, to 
be miſled by ſuch Men. 

For though Want of Regard and Decency to 
the Government, ſhould not provoke its juſt Re- 
ſentment, to withdraw from you any of the Fa- 
yours you enjoy (and which I hope you ever will 
enjoy,) how unbecoming the Gravity and Impor- 
tance of the great and opulent City of London is it, 
to be governed like a little diſtant Borough Town, 


by 
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by the ſeditious Rho of a few heated Imagi- 
nations among you! (IS | 

Intemperate Clamour about real or feigned pu- 
blick Grievances, has ſomerimes rais'd Men to a 
ſhort-liv d Popularity, an Appearance of Merit, in 
the vulgar Eſteem; but you, Gentlemen, I am per- 
ſuaded, will not long ſuffer yourſelves to be im- 
poſed upon; you have too much Senſe not to di- 
ſinguiſh the Affectation of Patriotiſm from the true 
publick Spirit; and too great a Share of Property 
to be harangued into Meaſures which may render 
our Peace and our Welfare precarious. - 

While I was going on to exhort you to reflect 
upon the ill Example you ſet to others, by your 
unſeaſonable Inſtructions to your Repreſentatives, 
I received much ſuch a Paper asyour's is, addreſs'd 
to the Members for W:fminfter, drawn up by ſome 


of the Inhabitants of that City. 
It ſeems they too have their Poet and their O- 


rator; who, if I am rightly informed, would ve- 
ry lately have gladly diſpoſed of their ſmall Abi- 
Iities and great Zeal to another Intereſt, if a Pur- 
_ Chaſer could have been found. As it is to ſuch as 
thoſe, and not to any great Number of conſide- 
rable Inhabitants of that City, regularly conyen'd 
in their Burgeſs- Court, that their Repreſentatives 
owe the Advantage of being thus inſtructed, I 
ſhall only make this general Obſervation upon this 
Sort of Writings, which is, that they may do 
Miſchief abroad; the comprehenſive Title the 
bear may induce Foreigners to imagine that thele 
are the real Sentiments of a great Majority of the 
Cities and Communities whole Name they aſſume, 


whereas we who know to what contemptible Sour- 
a : CCS . 
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ves they owe their rode, ſcarce think them 
worth our notice. | 

But as to you, Gentlemen of the Common 
Council, let me once more deſire you to conſider, 
that, if it be true, evidently ſo, beyond all Poſſi- 
bility of a Queſtion, that our preſent Situation is, 
in all Reſpects, greatly better than it was; if we 
are perhaps upon the very Point of ſeeing a gene- 
ral Peace abroad, and conſequently a leſſening of 
our Expence at home, and our Trade and Proſe 
perity reſtored ; if we have the ſame Guardians of 
our Liberty for our Friends, and a Government 
that deſires nothing more than to make us a hap- 
py and flouriſhing People; conſider, with what 
Ill-tim'd Warmth, and falſe Pretences of Service 
to the Publick, you have been prevailed with to 
inſtruct your Members to poſtpone thoſe Supplies, 
which are neceſſary to finiſh and perfect that great 
Work, which we unanimouſly deſired his Majeſty 
to undertake; not only to the Hazard of lofi 
all the great Advantages we propoſed to ourſelves 
abroad — the Succeſs of that Undertaking, but 
to the manifeſt Danger of the publick Peace and 
Tranquillity at home. 1 


POSTSCRIPT. 


A Fter I had fent the foregoing Paper to the 

Preſs, I received a more particular Account 
of the Number and Condition of the Perſons con« - 
cerned in the Weftminſter Inſtructions. The Meet- 
ing it ſeems conſiſted of a few more than an Hun- 
dred; and thoſe the loweſt, and leaſt Subſtantial 
Inhabitants, of the City and Liberties. One of 
the moſt inconſiderable of the Company produces 


theſe 


tele bel 1 obtains the Ap _ 
bation of the reſt. Theſe are the Men, Shs on 
ling themſelves The Burgeſſes of Weſtminſter, wou'd 
Have this Paper paſs for the Sentiments of the 
greater Number of the moſt contiderable Inhabi- 
rants of that City. | 

I have ſaid in ſome of the preceding Pages, 
that I do not call in Queſtion: the Right Conſtitu- 
ents have to inſtruct their Repreſentatives; but 
a handful of the meaneſt Fellows, in that great 
and rich City, ſhould get together, and publiſh 
theſe Dictates to their Members, as if it was the 
Act of a Majority of the whole, is a Piece of ſuch 
Inſolence, as is to be matched by nothing but the 
Impudence of the Paper its ſelf. 
This is treating it with too much Tenderneſs: 
It contains the greateſt Inſults upon the Govern- 
ment that perhaps ever paſs d nnpuniſhed; the Le- 
Siſlature is menaced with an Appeal to the Pe le, 
-and threatned with popular Contention," in caſe ſuch 
things as this wiſe Aſſembly of about an hundred 
Indigent e judge neceffary; are not imme- 


— dogg... all not examine it more parti 
_ cularly m not miſtaken, it is proſecutable 


at Laws to which I ſhall leave it and its Authors, 
after I have ſaid, that if they eſcape its Rigour, it 
wo not be owing more to the long enduring Le- 
of the Government, than to their own low 
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